T2 Whowm & may cowcers

Y you are reading this, thew it meane 7 have fadled in hiding e aritifacts
accompanycng i letter. 7 conld ve anly haped thal the beof of my efffonts cawld
clude the intrigue af man for long enough, and that this cansed obiect wanld recede
grom memory and ebl back ints the sea of time. What @ vain and foolisk effons, on

7 wrnite fés lettor ac a warning, @ wariing tial 7 kope wlll reack acrass fime
28 sensible minds. Y you value your life and thase dear around you, 7 wrge you to
barry thece cteme. Tn the deetedt of graved, cn tie fartitess, wmadl nemate covier af the
worldl, and hate gartitor ST, pray tiey be forgatten. Farge altempls ar rycng 2o

Far man s sake, hide if away from tiae able ta claim passession of . For
yocr sake, begt & far from mind and for from sighe. Ay bape ts cling ow what
remmaines of owed sanily wmeans endaring a greal destance between you, o awyone elie,



7 liad juct retwrned back fo Tudia affer a series of lectures atroad arf Cyford.
Afer suck a time away from wmy wfe and chidlarern, T ttonght if bewefirting to spend
ime with them away from the noise and clutter of the city. Hot lowg after my
retwere, 7 toak ttewm vacationing dn a small toaw alang tie sautheorn condt. Daye were
pulting tie chilaren 2o bed, was faking long strolls down tie wearby beack, T ae
were feeling advewtunans, we'd sealte acnovs the rockier shones tagethen. hand in hand.
Yt we'd watek the san sef Logethber ar a greguented spol, claimed all fo swnselucs,

T wae darneng one of awr adventunons ercardions amangdl the racks tial 7
leard if, or morcovuer, felt . A gacnt bl destinet beal, akin lo Hial pounding of 2
drcone, bl wecnaes whythim ot Zone, echacng in the back of my wend and redonaling
dowwre cnts my chest. T teought & were wotiiing bul maybe some lacals playing 2
pecaliae dram nearby ar, perkape, my wind repealting someticng 7 had heard adesn
we were back cn towve, 7 really tiowughs notibing of if. Wy wegfe remarked thiat ae
lad started freqguenting the rocky sbares mare anwd more on awr treke after ial. Eack
Zime, arawing claser fo a cave g fram Hie lacwe we had sef grom. T chacked o&f wt Zo



awr stay Lo mastly tte towww and a small sectian af the beack. “Reckless, ” sbe d call
we, every time 7 beckoned fer o explare the cave widh me. Though equally
pleasarnablle becng with my gamdly in i defened area, T bwew lhad to go back ra tie
cave; the arammecng called 2o me.

T anaon? wntdl the the end af owr vacation, when we were readycng fo leave,
did T manage ta sneak away, from my wife and chibdren, lorng enoagh for one last
adventure. Before 7 lhad realised if myeely, 7 had entered the cave moull and was
well foanty yarde grom the enlerence wtben 7 fook wate. The light aae deme ar tics
fpoinl i tte cave. Tiar little showve in, anly gave rough aullines Zo tie cave walle
and tte rocks tial lacd strewve acrass the flaor. 7 had wo real reason for godng n tie
G & were guiding me lowards a specfic point. Wapping my way tivough was
22 grac in me. Ao if aw omen; as f my senses wew whar A thing lie akead, and
wnaruing me lo discontinie and reluen back, e, gurther and furtbeor T went cn,



7 cnetinctly wew 7 had reacked if wden thte beating desitpated. T dow? bwow
dow T buwew, but 7 buwew if all the same. T awy otiter corcamerance, Drycng 22
Hestinegadshi sometiiing pecaliar, Lometliing of whiick you lave wa descritlion oaf wor
any predilection tawards, in a cave cw wear ackweds, i &2 a faals evvand, fo day
the leas?. Tet leke a maguelic force, if palled my eyes Lo o pasition ance 7 made
bt 2 glance lowarde i general direction.

Lo and bedald, there if was, partially exposed in the earthen sand, betuecen
some nacks rising grom the flaor of the cave. Part of an addly shaped form, too
oot 28 be mere 1ack, caught my attention. T tie darkness, 7 sef about
etcavateiny M wiads gram tie ground with wmy hands. Caatioadly, af fonl, vanning
ey gengers around s Drycrng fa guage thie scze of i abiect, koo wmuck T had to dep,
and wlhere fa starl. ¥ cntemse and fassionale drive suddently avercame wmy cantian
and T began sboveling teape of earth aside, hanafule af a time.

T 22l load clumpe af eartl and sand clingirng ta & whben 7 pulled i ap. 7
could anly barely make oul the shape grom the back af the cave, bul Juol ravning iy
fenegere aver tiée e areas. Feeling the contowrns of the abiect, getting a sense af
o make and textwne; T canldu? bk of anith anythbing 7 had ecer ewcountored bofore,



Wik grear excitement, and a dadk of mad deligh?, 7 rasked fo tie moull of
e rnacky canotline and dawsn anle tie beack sands. 77 the shbave T otaod, wal for
grom the cave, sabmenging i mads culs the waler as i waskhed back and forth from
the sand,; wbering inw and oul from between my aenes and legs. The cool water
wmare were 7 beginning ta feel the sbapes af tics abiect. Pulling il aut 2o cnspect,
brwsing and rubbing te diet anay; ancosering more of dself wntil & finally
reavealed 2o be a statwe wwlike Tvue ever seen.

2Vt and seanator van dowe i length, abaut seven or eight cnckes, before
rctpcrng cnts the tide. Carved grom a scngle Clack of some wnbnowwe mcneral 2o me,
the ligh? revealed @ soapisk, Ulack-grecn slone witk hinls of gold ranning tiroughodt.
T depction: a mondtrone, gracsome creatire 7 had wever seen tie likes before.
whar 7 can owly prevame, hand awd feet atop a bave passessing aw wnrecogucsed
series of dioraglyphs. Rudimentary wings adomned 16 creatine's back and
pportrading from s flesky mase, @ lurching head that was but @ carlivg mass of



7 wac botk greatly intrigied and lovified laying my eyec apon & Fear & a
perfectly anderstandalle reaction amongdl wian Lo Jomeliiing lfe has wever Kuonwe or
eypercenced before, 4 an educated man, 7 ralionalised tis gecling to be juss tials 2
wornal reaction Lo tie anfamiliar and wuknown. Little ded 7 bwow, 7 aae gacng Lo

The crgppling wightmares came si manthe affer 7 braughs it home. 47 fonot,
e areame came and wenl spanely bul, as Liwme progressed, tiey cncreased crn
cutenoity and worsened with eack Levefying dream affer. T stant witk tie waal
face of phobias, very common and basie, grimal fears, Tiew 2 evolue lo muck more
gracsome wisions. The mast common and hawuting were ones involuing my famdly.

T see them appear in a great, lack vocd. They smdle and begen speaking oo
they see me, yef 7 cannol hear a word. 4 pressare on a wmy bracn and a rwining e
ey cans; 7 lunge forward and sangle my family, ane by one. Wy wife fnst and
Hhew my chilatren. 7 feel mypety try to pall auay but 7 cannar, a farce beyond we
wmakes & so thar 7 am Zo see tiecr faces fluck red, geel dhecr evlbalalions bradk
agacnol my kuwwckles and ever~ca dWightly agacnss my gace. 7 am made fo feel them



7 geel dite coftwess af tbecr shcn, thecr bodylktear generaling sueal in iy faluid;
e sound af af them chaking and gagging stal af my teart as Twm compelled o
Zighten my grel. The worss of these uisions & wme having Zo ook nls tiede Woodshor
fleckering ligh? & extingtvcsibed, and tiey Zwwn avuer wlbcte and red, ¥ genal cranck
and they go limp cnw my lhande and, tiough wmorbed ao i sounds, 7 take solace cr
bnatirng tial cn Dhee scenarndas, & & aver for tieor.

Tte times T sugfer thece wizione, T arnittbe and squcrm i my slect,
waking my wife and, wa daibiedly, the chilaren. Sike'd shake me grom my spasms 2o
wake me and T alwaye woke ta a cold suweat. Zecalling lhow Lightly T sgueese
oule my Clankets and bed, an easy feal ta pull me from wy slumber, o was wol. Jhke
00, T see hoveid wisions of ved. Ve lood of my wife and chilaren spilting forck
wownds. They begin fo gral aud pull ar tiecr flesk, turning &£ inside oul grom tiecr
cuts. Thecr scneame and cries were cndescrdbable. The hands extend further fram Hie



Leght neceals i fo be wone atiter tiaw me, T sttr cn thieor flesk, thede fleok
becomcing mene. Trendrdls of sbadow wrnat arouud me grom tie darkuess, faulling me
cnts the vacd. Light extinguishtes, the sbadoae become we, and everytiicng Lwrns
black. O, the toror of i all. Tihe anending foveor of i al.

Stte stsod by and did all sbe conld during this time. She did ler best 2o lalel the
priend and fatbor was okay.

“Beo jus gocrng tibrough a stressful time, " sbe d say, “Work beng whal &
&, " She even bothered trycng ta casole me. 7 wever devilged my dreame Zo kher, wor
angone eloe, Jor that matter, 7 spared hor detadls and she asumed all of my
Dracbles were cawed by way of some wwresalved, paol misdeed bulbbling wt fo tie
Qangace cn my sabeonscisns; Hhal wy areams were a Jorl of message. Fow 7 lhoted
Jor ler explanalion fo be night; how 7 feared thte latter wae wight. Desperately, 7
tried 2o convince myoely of my wife s dedwction was cavrect, bk deet doome, 7 buneor

Qamellicrng muck more scnler was happencng fo me. The poor dear tried ever so hard.



O veveral aceasions, the weighbors alerted thie aultlboritics fo avrve, fearcrng
Qametiting ghretly had accamred wert door ta tiewm. Wy biggeos fear, af that tewe,
s that they wonld be right an one accasion. 7 feared that the police wanld shat wt
and find that 7 had broughs my wighimares 2o guaction. THilet le wightmares

For a brief period, 2 lll iw my family o misery came when my dreame
states when 9 sletr. The world wonld go dard, T lave all my senses, and any
dense af awareness was gowe from we. 7 wasn? ecen sare ¢f 7 wae breattiing madl af
e the hoave, my age found that 7 had gotten wpt in the wight and gane thraugh the
back door. She fownd me ouleide, standeng tn 2 corner of the garden, Ll in my
Drance; slightly lumbering back and forth. For attenmpts fo wake me where futile and
T ancaken on my awe some fime later cn tte mornwing. Td weave clabarate fctian fo

ereave my tardeness for wark. Porhape 7 planted e sceds for saepiccan then.



Wy cave of somuambulivm seemed o frighten hor less thaw my peypetual
dereameng af wight. O cownse, leor attitude focwards & began fo change wben wy
Hect-aalibing became more greguent and sbe'd wake to feund me roaming wrownwd tie
recalled catelhing me standing over tie chilarern when tiey dlepl. Cffen times i the

T saspect slbe caughs onts my fasession of the idal ae tie cawse af my wdery,
early on. Hany 2 times, did ste cngucre wlky 7 et i around. 7 can? parl aich
2" Td say, “de comettbing special, can’? you seel” Skhe left me a lettor the moriing
after the evens T juot nmocnibed. Far her aun and the chilatren s safety, obe arate.
She didin's diselave where they were going. Perkape, for the better,

7 began 2o come ouf of my Drawces laler, becoming wore paranoid and
wwithateanne when 7 aas comscians eack time. Rumors spread like wdlafore after fer
departure; ramors about fer leaving and my bekavior. AU of wdick began fo agftics
ey professconal bfe, arastically. 7 laol my pasction al the ancvendty 7 lectured af



Talared, T became. AU T had were ticnge contained cw my home, what little
woney left in my cacings, and the Matl. The last memaries 7 liad af my gamily and
Sriewnds are anitten here, in this lettor, T can'? even remember thecr wames, angmore.
7 can 2 vecall whether 2o beew a long time since recalling tiese memaries o of tiey
even existed cn the goror place. Porkdape tics & all a fegment of wmy cmagination.
Eitttery way, all 7 bwow woa i that 7 am alowe. Save for thte Tdal.

7 cannwol destroy f. wy tioughs of brcrngirng lharm Lo of splirs wmy wicnd cn
Zuncwe; the more T ticwk abont of, the shanper and worsencng the pacn &. The mast 7
Can wmastor & tie strength Lo hide ot bul e wever far away ewaugh. Thar ¢ awhy 7
bave o send The Tol away. T took all 7 had juot fo waster tie mental sbrengthi Zo
bor &2 wps, and wo small fear wae thal. 7 even had enough strengti fo manage
cnotucting a lacal bay ta pick i wt cn a fear dage 2o pool. 7 wdll make sare thal e
&2 wor the gorer 2o fend my body, & & tbe last decen? act T can perfarmn.

7 loak faravard Zo abben the THal i gone frame me, whben 7 gel ta kuoon tie
greatess sect T will ever Buow. Hutil therw, TU sugfer the lovs af appetite and the
pestercrng bouts af cnsamuin. T bwawe otk my wicnd and bady have weakened secerely
grom the lack af food and deet. Ruswing the pleasares af batk hias long since left

e,



The times adbern T can clave my eyes, of & wever pleasant. Whial passes as wedl
wow & @ seczane of tie mancles, whick leaves me as pedrfed in bed. ¥ Zense
22 stowe. 7 can? breatite as tie pacw secses wme. The ace becomes cald anwd feels Hicck,
heacy, craching: libe the vaom T were cn la suddenly be Dransplanted onta tie acean
floor, cnwtantaneonsly. T am cmmediately plunged cnlo darkness, yetf 7 can distnctly
ke oul a wamber of gargantian, iatelews figares of sbadown tial surveownd e,
They cloce in and envelate me like greal fengers belonging fo an even greater lhand,
ragging me gurtier il an atready infathomable abyss. The fecling of cmmense
pressane and vertize wakes me from this Fell, grecting me te another day that 7
bnat will be plagued with wnanseons wsions af soviom and maducss, of whick 7 can

Buvides me, 2 7 anite this lettor, 7 dave o band il ow my deck. T caw we
langer suetain s anending agony and daducss whidk i wow my life, wor Ao 7
cnlend 78. T an affemp? fo ot tiase uidions, the sugfercng, 7 am gocng o bore i
oul of my wend. Yoo, that & the ticng fo do. There & wa athber aption. T wadl be

dawe tics way.



T 2 the vole wictory 7 thote tbe Ol Oie wdll grant Hids puny, wortbless one. et
Reader, bwaw it power and cnflucnce cannal be hidden wor contacned for lowg. T
il fend anotiter. One ro kuon sugfercng. COue fo know pacn. Cwe fo uow madwness.

COwe 22 buoor fear. TE &8 all man hae ecer bwownw and & meant fo bnoar.

A subiect of e and levald to the Frealr Olad Ore,

@z&%uga%mzf, 24.D.



